YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
The Fund for [Your] County
“The true meaning of life is to plant trees under whose shade you do not expect to sit.”
— Nelson Henderson
	
	
	


[Your] County is home to more than [XXX] residents across [XX] municipalities, from the urban corridors of [Our City] to the suburban communities of [Our Towns] to the rural landscapes of [Our Countryside]. Each neighborhood has its own character, its own challenges, and its own potential.
What unites us is a shared future. And that future depends on having flexible, permanent charitable resources ready to address whatever challenges, and opportunities, arise.
That’s why we’re building The Fund for [Your] County.
	OUR PROMISE
We will always put the needs of the community first.


What Is The Fund for [Your] County?
The Fund for [Your] County is an unrestricted, permanent charitable endowment held by The Community Foundation of [Your] County. Unlike designating dollars for specific causes, unrestricted dollars give us the flexibility to respond to our community’s most pressing needs, whatever they may be, whenever they arise.
This matters because communities change. The challenges we face today aren’t the same ones we faced a decade ago, and they won’t be the same ones we’ll face a decade from now. The Fund for [Your] County allow us to:

· Respond quickly when emergencies strike, without waiting for state and federal funds to become available
· Address root causes of persistent problems rather than just symptoms
· Seize opportunities for collaboration and innovation when they emerge
· Fund larger community needs that no single organization or philanthropy can cover
How We Put These Resources to Work
 [Your] Community County fulfills three essential roles in our community: 
Coordinating Impact Through Partnerships
Complex community challenges don’t respect organizational boundaries. That’s why we bring together elected officials, business leaders, philanthropists, nonprofits, and civic leaders to tackle issues collaboratively. We convene conversations, align resources, share data, and help partners see opportunities they might miss working alone. When the right people are at the table, solutions emerge that no single organization could achieve.
Encouraging & Promoting Philanthropy
We make it easy and meaningful for people to give. Through charitable endowments, scholarship awards, charitable estate planning, and our community-wide giving day, we help individuals, families, and businesses connect their resources to the causes they care about. Whether someone wants to support education, the arts, human services, or the environment, we provide expertise and vehicles to make that giving effective. 
Local philanthropy also serves as a catalyst for larger investments. Many state and federal grants require demonstrated commitment. Our advocacy helps bring in federal funding to [Your] County each year, funding that flows here because we've built the local infrastructure to support it. 
Growing a Permanent Civic Endowment
We build and steward charitable assets that will serve this community forever. These permanent funds, some designated for specific purposes, others flexible to meet emerging needs, generate resources year after year. We deploy dollars strategically: where they're needed, when they're needed.
Donors trust us not just to distribute their gifts, but to grow them. By pooling charitable assets, we invest at a scale that individual donors can't match on their own - accessing opportunities, reducing costs, and maximizing returns. A gift to the Foundation doesn't just do good once; it keeps working, year after year, for generations to come.

Why Your Giving Matters
Consider what [Your] County has faced in recent years alone:
	· A global pandemic that shuttered businesses, overwhelmed nonprofits, and left thousands of families struggling
· Federal funding disruptions affecting over 77,000 county residents who depend on critical services
· Rising demand for mental health services, food assistance, and housing support
· Economic transitions requiring workforce development and small business support


None of these challenges came with advance notice. None fit neatly into a pre-defined funding category. When we have unrestricted resources, we can act immediately, launching rapid response funds, supporting emerging needs, and backing innovative solutions before problems become crises.
	Unrestricted funds are the difference between reacting to yesterday’s problems and building for tomorrow’s possibilities.


What Will They Remember?
When our community looks back 50 or 100 years from now, they may not remember our individual names. But they will know what we did at this moment in time.
They’ll see emergency grants that kept families housed during crises. The investments that helped small nonprofits become sustainable organizations. The collaborative initiatives that brought lasting change to neighborhoods that had been overlooked. The scholarships that opened doors for first-generation college students.
They’ll see a community that invested in itself, not just for the moment, but for all the moments to come.
Partner With Us
A gift to The Fund for [Your] County is an investment in [Your] County’s future - flexible, permanent, and powerful. Your contribution, of any size, joins with others to create a resource that will serve this community for generations.
You can give today through a direct contribution, establish a recurring gift, start a named Fund for [Your] County, include the Fund in your estate plans, or transfer appreciated assets. However you choose to participate, you become part of something larger than any single gift or any single lifetime.
	BUILD THE FUND FOR [YOUR] COUNTY
Help us create a permanent resource for [Your] County, one that addresses today’s needs and tomorrow’s challenges.
The Foundation for [Your] County



 
